
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

We have many hungers in life, and sometimes we can overindulge in response to them. Still, one that never 
goes away is our hunger to be connected. We desperately shun living in isolation. For many it is marriage that 
feeds that hunger, but so do family or friendships or the simple attention one finds in a community of faith or a 
collection of back yards. They all seem to feed our yearning for deep life, even when we are inattentive or pre-
occupied. A person of faith might even say that these communities are God being faithful to us. 

This week’s Gospel is one that turns the tables on us. It snares us in our own curiosity about what heaven will 
be like, and whether we will know the ones we love and be with our spouses, and what if we’ve been married 
seven times? And that’s just where Jesus turns the tables and says it’s about relationships and not about bodies 
to be with; it’s about our deepest hungers to be united, even beyond marriage and friends and neighbors and 
communities of any sort. That’s what resurrection is about, Jesus replies, and then reminds us one more time 
(as if we’d been deaf all the other times) that God has promised it and God is faithful. God “is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive,” is how Luke has Jesus saying it (Luke 20:38). In other words, 
all of our relationships of loving and caring, especially those of marriage, are but hints of real and full life, and 
the best is yet to come. So what you’ve found in marriage, even if you’ve been married seven times, is just the 
beginning.  

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

As we go through life we’d like to know just whom we are going to spend eternity with 
and what it’s going to be like. The truth is that none of us knows. 

Maybe the best we can do at this time is love those around us now, 
and let God take care of our future. 

Copyright © 2022, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 

In the Apostles’ Creed we proclaim that we “believe in the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting.” Today’s readings invite us to explore these beliefs. 

The passage from Second Maccabees makes it clear that belief in the 
resurrection of the dead was not born in Christianity, but in a time pre-
ceding Jesus’ coming. The martyred brothers proclaim their conviction 
that God will raise them to new life. No threat of death can bring them 
to break one of their religious laws. Death of their bodies is no death at 
all, compared to the spiritual death that would result from transgress-
ing the law. 

The silly riddle about marriage put to Jesus in the Gospel gives him an 
opportunity to speak of the “coming age,” when no one will be given 
in marriage, and no one will be liable to death. Jesus too stresses how 
ancient is this teaching, attributing this belief to Moses, who knew that 
God is the God of the living. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The Book of the Dead 

November is the month we traditionally remember all our departed friends and family. We 
have the Book of the Dead in the church. The book will be out for the month of November. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, Nov. 5 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Francis Herring by George & Doris Schwartz          
6:30 pm: + Ryder Gass by James & Kay Donna Machiek         
      (In Spanish)    

Sunday, Nov. 6 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)    
8:00  am: + Hubert Lange by Frank & Joyce Evridge            
10:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen  
        by John & Jennifer Seidenberger                                              
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

Monday, Nov. 7 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Chico Denis by Chris & Lana Hirt      

Tuesday, Nov. 8 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                                                                         
7:00 am : + Alice Glass by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
8: 00 am: + Gary Hawkins by Sheryl Wilson 

Wednesday, Nov. 9 (St. Lawrence)                                                      
7:00 am: + Mary Ann Pelzel by Pat & Rose Pelzel 
6:30 pm: + Ryder Gass by Leon & JoAnn Halfmann 

Thursday, Nov. 10 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                    
7:00 am: + Doyle Allen by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher 
8:00 am:+ Arnold Matthiesen  
      by Cody & Stephanie Wilson 

Friday, Nov. 11 (St. Lawrence)                                                                          
7:00 am : + In Honor of All Veterans Living & Deceased 

Saturday, Nov. 5 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Hubert Frerich by Russell & Kim Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Gary Hawkins by Keith & Darcy Braden 
      (In Spanish)    

Sunday, Nov. 6 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)    
8:00  am: Special Intention by Russ & Rachael Eggemeyer 
10:00 am: + Rosalie Strum by Cecil & Wilma Halfmann 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

New religious faith gives fresh lenses for viewing hu-
man customs, and the wisdom to transform them. In 
the ancient world, the Romans feared the dead. Funer-
al customs were designed to hasten the departure of 
souls to the next world. Cremation was the rule, alt-
hough burial increased in popularity in the second 
century. Procession from the place of death to the 
place of cremation or burial was the most important 
part of the funeral. Those who carried the funeral bier 
carried it low, close to the ground, to promote the 
soul’s departure to the nether world. 

 Christians, on the other hand, did not fear the 
dead, but cherished them as they consigned them to 
Christ’s love and protection. Gradually, they began to 
reject customs rooted in fear. Christians carried their 
dead to their resting places singing, with the bier car-
ried high, away from the ground and toward the heav-
ens. For the Christian, the grave was a sign of hope 
and a place of remembrance. Superstitious Romans 
feared burial places, and so the Christians cherished 
them as places of remembrance and prayer, and in 
time, even celebrated the Eucharist there. In Novem-
ber, many of us visit the cemetery for prayer and the 
autumn clean‑up. By cherishing our dead, we are re-
sponding in faith to a vital part of our Christian tradi-
tion. 

           —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

En 1769 los franciscanos bajo la dirección de Fray 
Junípero Serra alzaron una cruz en Alta California, 
dedicando la primera misión en la zona a san Diego 
de Alcalá. Diego, cuya fiesta es el 13 de noviembre, 
fue un Franciscano del siglo XV. Este santo español 
nunca fue sacerdote, prefiriendo servir a Dios como 
hermano lego (laico) ayudando a los pobres y cuidan-
do a los enfermos. 

 Siempre fue un humilde servidor de los demás. 
Aun cuando lo hicieron guardián (líder franciscano) 
nunca dejo de servir a los pobres, los enfermos y a sus 
hermanos franciscanos. Su afán por dar a los pobres las 
cosas del convento lo llevaba a esconder sus donacio-
nes en su manto. Una vez un hermano le preguntó que 
escondía y el mintiendo respondió: “rosas”. El hermano 
insistió verlas y en lugar de la comida que llevaba a los 
pobres, aparecieron rosas y más rosas. La santidad del 
patrón de San Diego, California se apoya sobre tres 
pilares: 1) solidaridad con los más necesitados, 2) de-
voción a Cristo crucificado y 3) evangelizar en unión 
con la Iglesia. 

      — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For November 

Children Who Suffer 

We pray for children who are suffering, especially 
those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of war; 
may they be guaranteed access to education and the 
opportunity to experience family affection. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

November 6 

St. Lawrence –Kenneth & Shirley Braden 
St. Thomas –  Joyce Evridge 

November 13 

St. Lawrence– John Seidenberger Family 
St. Thomas– Russ Eggemeyer Family 

November Worklist   

Delfino & Maria Andrade- CH, Travis and Jessica 
Gully, Allen Jansa, German & Rosario Martinez, Ste-
ve & Deb Pelzel, Richard Batla, James & Kay Donna 
Machicek, Ignacio & Griselda  Castillo, Max & Carrie 
Batla, Rory & Tibby Niehues, Mike & Nancy Hillger, 
Jose & Sandra Ramirez, Scott Halfmann, Neal & Mo-
na Wilde, Paul & Tara Schwartz, Billy & Diane 
Eggemeyer 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Ismael Olveda, Tibby Niehues, Ivy 

Braden and Brody Halfmann 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Aurora Reyes, Bernardo Eufracio Jr. and 

Dylan Garcia 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, November 12                         
 Sacristan: Mitchell Jansa  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, November 13    
 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher   
 Readers: Volunteers             

 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Young Family Ministry 

The Young Family Ministry will be putting together 
blessing boxes for college students from our parish again 
this year.  If you have a college student that you would 
like to receive a blessing box, please contact Trisha 
Halfmann at 325-277-0843.  Please text Trisha your col-
lege student's name, school they are attending, and cur-
rent address.  We will also be collecting care items to go 
in the boxes.  A member of the ministry will be at the 
back of church to provide a list of needed items.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Trisha Halfmann or 
Amy Halfmann. 

LA RESURRECCIÓN DE LOS MUERTOS 

Cada domingo 
proclamamos: 
“Creemos en la co-
munión de los san-
tos, el perdón de los 
pecados, la resurrec-
ción de la carne, y la 
vida eterna”. Las 
lecturas de hoy nos 
invitan a explorar 
estas creencias. El 
pasaje de 2 Macabe-
os deja claro que la 
creencia en la resur-
rección de los muer-

tos no se originó en el cristianismo sino antes de la venida 
de Jesús. Los hermanos mártires y la madre de ellos 
proclaman su convicción de que Dios los resucitará a una 
nueva vida. Ningún temor a la muerte puede hacerlos 
romper una de sus leyes religiosas. La muerte de sus cuer-
pos no es muerte en absoluto comparada con la muerte 
espiritual que resultaría de la trasgresión de la ley. El tonto 
acertijo sobre el matrimonio que le presenta a Jesús en el 
Evangelio le da la oportunidad de hablar sobre “el mundo 
futuro”, cuando nadie se casará y nadie morirá. Jesús pone 
énfasis en la antigüedad de esta enseñanza, atribuyendo 
esta creencia a Moisés quien sabía que Dios es el Dios de 
los vivos. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Altar Society News 

Please join us for the altar society Christmas party on 
November 20th with a short meeting starting at 4:00 in 
the hall. Please rsvp to Jacque Schaefer by November 
13th. Come for the meal, a craft and games. Also, 
start thinking about becoming an altar society officer. If 
no one volunteers by the end of December, nominees 
will be taken and voted on at the January meeting.  

Remember your safe place donations, please contact 
Barbara Halfmann for more information.  

Special Collection: 
Campaign for Human Development 

November 13, 2022 

Next week our special collection will support the Catho-

lic Campaign for Human Development.  This collection 

supports programs that empower people to identify and 

address the obstacles they face in bringing permanent 

and positive change to their communities. 



 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 

 Why Pray for Souls in Purgatory? 

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed  

Prepare: Read John 6:37-40  

Can we help those who are in purgatory? Definite-

ly! That's why the Church provides us with a me-

morial Mass for all the faithful departed. We're 

praying for those who died in the arms of Jesus but 

who have not yet reached the full glory of heaven.  

Think of your loved ones who died believing in Je-

sus and wanting to be loved by Jesus. Even if there 

was the smallest seed of faith in them, they would-

n't have wanted to reject Jesus when he came for 

them as they took their final breath; they are with 

him now.  

We can be assured of this because of what Jesus 

said in John 6:37-40. The Father's decision is that 

everyone who recognizes Jesus as the Son of God, 

wanting him to be their Savior and the Redeemer 

of their sins, will have eternal life. "And I shall 

raise him on the last day," Jesus promised.  

However, rarely does anyone die in the full state of 

grace, perfect in holiness. Most still have unrepent-

ed or unexpiated sins ("unexpiated" means insuffi-

cient penance has been made to rectify the damage 

of sin). God wants all of his children to receive the 

fullness of his perfect love, which means being for-

ever united to him in a state of complete holiness. 

Because nothing unholy exists in heaven, when 

souls realize what they've forfeited by clinging to 

their sins, they want to be purged. They gladly 

choose the state or process of purgatory to reach 

the state of full grace.  

Our loving prayers help them in this transition.  

Pope Leo XIII wrote in his encyclical on the Eu-

charist, Mirae Caritatis, on May 28, 1902: "The 

communion of saints is nothing else but a mutual 

sharing of help, satisfaction, prayer and other good 

works, a mutual communication among all the 

faithful, whether those who have reached heaven, 

or who are in the cleansing fire, or who are still 

pilgrims on the way in this world."  

Through Jesus and our love for the souls in purga-

tory, we can do penances on their behalf in imita-

tion of Jesus who was crucified on our behalf. Such 

penances include prayers, almsgiving, fasting, sac-

rifices, good works and other acts of piety.  

A bonus benefit is that we're also purified, here on 

earth instead of later after our own deaths, because 

such deeds made on behalf of others will increase 

our own holiness.  

By offering Masses for the souls in purgatory, pub-

licly and privately, we consciously give them our 

love and we commend them more fully to Jesus' 

love. The celebration of All Souls Day and the 

whole month of November is given over to this 

important ministry.  

What are you going to do this month that will help 

your loved ones who've gone Home to Jesus but 

who are probably not yet enjoying the fullness of 

his love for them? 



 
 

 

Halloween  2022 at St. Lawrence 

All Saints at St. Paschal 

OCTOBER EDGE GATHERING 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 

The EDGE youth group met in October and talked 
about saints.  The kids came dressed as their fa-
vorite saint and shared facts and discussed as a 
group about the saints they chose. Afterwards, we 
had a meal and played games.    
  
The next EDGE meeting will be Saturday, No-
vember 12th following the 5:00 pm mass.  Tony 
Frasco one of the Rome boys will be speaking to 

the kids in the parish hall from 6:30-7:30. A meal 
will also be served.  All junior high youth are en-
couraged to attend. Please contact Carrie Batla 

with any questions.   



TAKE A QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH SALVATION HISTORY IN  

Unlocking the  
Mystery of the Bible 

AN 8-PART BIBLE STUDY FEATURING 

 

JEFF CAVINS 
 
 
 
 

Many Catholics want to read the Bible but get bogged down by the long stretches that seem not to make sense or get 

lost among the sea of Old Testament names and places. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an eight-part Bible study, 

helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and under-

stand what it’s all about. Aided by a unique color-coded Bible TimelineTM Chart that arranges the key people, 

places, and events of the Bible in chronological order, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you pick 

up the Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into God’s plan. 

St. Lawrence will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study in January. Participants will meet every 

week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. 

For more information, please contact Barbara Fuchs at bjfuchs2000@yahoo.com. 

Every year on November 11th, we celebrate Veterans 
Day. On this day, we thank God for those men and 
women who have served in our United States of 
America Armed Forces, especially those who have 
faced combat and war. Obviously, they have sacri-
ficed a great deal in order for us to celebrate our free-
dom and we thank them for their strength and cour-
age. We also pray for those who are presently serving 
our country that they may avoid violence and con-
flict. 

Here is an inspiring prayer for those who have given 
their life to serve our country. 

Prayer for our Veterans 

“Heavenly Father, we come to you 
and ask for your grace to rest upon our troops 

serving in Afghanistan, Iraq and throughout the 
world. 

We ask that you keep them safe and watch over them 
with your loving care. 

Protect them as they protect us. 

Bless them and their families 
for their selfless acts of service. 

Bind up the broken-hearted 
and heal those who have been wounded. 

Comfort those who are grieving and strengthen those 
in need of courage. 

Grant our leaders wisdom and firm resolve. 
Please bring peace to lands filled with conflict and 

strife. 
We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus 
w ho is t he Pri nce of Pe ac e. A me n.” 

Provided by www.MOGC.org 

FYI -- our second collection this weekend will be for 
the Chaplains of the Archdiocese of Military Ser-
vices, USA, and their ministry to our soldiers. Please 
be as generous as your means allow. 

From Father Prem’s Desk 



 

November 6, 202        Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

ETERNAL LIFE 

 What happens after we die? Most religions 
and philosophies provide some notion of this, but we 
are confounded by the mystery of it all. Today’s read-
ings give us a glimpse through the faith of martyrs 
and in the words of Jesus. In the Old Testament read-
ing, the Maccabee brothers assert with total confi-
dence that the God who gave them life would also 
raise them to eternal life. This was not universally 
accepted in ancient Israel. The Sadducees, who de-
nied any resurrection of the dead, try to trap Jesus 
with a hypothetical riddle. Jesus, known for turning 
such things around, dismisses their unbelief, noting 
that even Moses knew that all are alive in God. Saint 
Paul tells the Thessalonians that we live in everlast-
ing encouragement and hope, and Psalm 17 echoes 
this with words of faith that we will see God’s face, 
waking in God’s loving presence. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — The King of the world will raise us 
up to live again forever (2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14). 

Psalm — Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will 
be full (Psalm 17). 

Second Reading — May the Lord encourage and 
strengthen your hearts (2 Thessalonians 2:16 — 3:5). 

Gospel — Those who are deemed worthy of the com-
ing age can no longer die (Luke 20:27-38 [27, 34-
38]). 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lec-
tionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Ti 1:1-9; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 17:1-6 
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14; Ps 37:3-4, 18, 23, 27, 
  29; Lk 17:7-10 
Wednesday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
  1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Thursday: Phlm 7-20; Ps 146:7-10; Lk 17:20-25 
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9; Ps 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18;  
  Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8; Ps 112:1-6; Lk 18:1-8 
Sunday: Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98:5-9; 2 Thes 3:7- 
  12; Lk 21:5-19 

My steps have been steadfast in your paths,  
 my feet have not faltered.  

I call upon you, for you will answer me,  
 O God.  

    — Psalm 17:5‑6a 

 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday:  Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
     National Vocation Awareness Week;  
     Daylight Saving Time ends 
Tuesday:  Election Day 
Wednesday: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
Thursday: St. Leo the Great 
Friday:  St. Martin of Tours; Veterans Day;  
Saturday: St. Josaphat 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Almighty and merciful God, 
graciously keep from us all adversity, 
so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, 
we may pursue in freedom of heart 
the things that are yours. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

Reflection question: 

How does adversity hinder me from pursuing the 
things of God? 

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, 
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

A CHILD’S GIFT 

 Give a little love to a child, and you get a 
great deal back. 
—John Ruskin 

NOT ENOUGH 

 It is not enough for me to love God if my 
neighbor does not love God. 
—St. Vincent de Paul 

PERFECT EXERCISE 
 By the perfect exercise of only one virtue, a per-
son may attain to the height of all the rest. 
—St. Gregory Nazianzen 


